Zephyrhills Soldier presented

THE BRONZE STAR AWARD
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US Army Staff Sergeant Donald J. Harris, II, is congratulated by General David H. Petraeus, Commander, Multi-National Force-Iraq, following Award Ceremonies in Baghdad, Iraq where he was presented with The Bronze Star Medal.  SSG Harris is a 1988 graduate of Zephyrhills High School and a career  US Army Non-Commissioned Officer, currently serving in Iraq with the 32nd Transportation Company, 541st Combat Sustainment Support Battalion, attached to the 10th Mountain Division.   Harris is nearing the completion of a 15 month tour of duty in Iraq as a Vehicle Convoy Commander and Platoon Leader.  This is his 2nd Combat Tour in Iraq.  He previously served a year in Korea with the 3rd Armored Calvary Regiment near the DMZ.   His other awards include the Combat Action Badge, 3 Army Commendation Medals, and numerous Army Achievement Medals, among others.
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The Bronze Star medal is awarded to a member of the military who, while serving in or with the military of the United States after 6 December 1941, distinguished him- or herself by heroic or meritorious achievement or service, not involving participation in aerial flight, while engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States.  His Medal reads in part “For Exceptionally Meritorious Service During Operation Iraqi Freedom.  His outstanding dedication to duty during combat operations in Iraq Contributed to the overwhelming success of the command’s mission.  His actions are in keeping with the finest traditions of Military service and reflect great credit upon him, 541st Sustainment Command, and the United States Army.”
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Donnie was born on May 24, 1970 in Colorado Springs, Colorado and has lived most of his life in Zephyrhills.  His wife, the former Mitzi Delp of Wesley Chapel, and 2 of their children, K.J. and Faith live in Fort Carson, Colorado where he is currently stationed.  He also has a daughter, Raeven, in Tampa.  His mother, Bonniefae Lindsey, and sisters, Julie Zerance of Zephyrhills, and Nicole Smallwood of Umatilla,  and father, Donald Harris of Dade City.  Donnie’s youth centered around a Military community, as his father was a Army Aviator.  He joined the Army immediately upon graduation from Zephyrhills High School and has served his Country and the US Army with the hard work, determination and leadership he was known and respected for by his friends and family while growing up in Pasco County.

