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Victim Nalification

[]

Pursuant to Section 960 VU I¢ by, F.S.. in the case of humicide, sexual offenses, aitempied murder, stalking, or domestic
violence, as a victim of the crime or appropriate next of kin of a homicide victim, you have the dght to be notificd or designate 4

person to be notificd, of the defendant's release from incarceralion,
Mailing Address

Victim's Name

Work

Zip Codde Phone: Homce

City

Alternate Telephone # Victim wants in be notified if the defendant is released Yes Mo

Yictim Canfidentialitv

[]

Section 119.07(3)(s), F.S., states; Any information not otherwise held confidential or exempt from the provisions of Section
119.07(1) which reveals the home or employment telephone number, home or employment address, or personal assets of a
person who has been the victim of sexual battery, aggravated child abuse, aggravated stalking, harassment, aggravated
battery, or demestic violence is exempt from the provisions of the Public Records Laws upon written request by the victim,
which must include official verification that an applicable crime has cccurred. Such information shall cease to be exempt five

vears after the receipt of the written request.
I request the Polk County Sheriff's Office exempt from public inspection, any and all records revealing my home or employment
telephone, home or employment address, or any personal assets. I understand these records will be confidential and exempt from

public inspection for five years from the date on this request.

Defendant's Name (Print)

Intake Referral

(]

I understand a sworn statement from me is necessary in order to prosecute this case. I must contact the number pravided to me
within three working days, excluding holidays, for an appointment. Failure to contact the Region Intake Detective indicates I am
no longer interested in prosccution. Failure to cooperate will result in the case being cleared pursuant to office procedure.

NORTHWEST DISTRICT - 815-6515 NORTHEAST DISTRICT - 297-11(0

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT - 499-2400 SOUTHEAST DISTRICT - 534-6291

Waiver

[]

I hereby request the POLK COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE not to prosecute
regarding my complaint. | am sausfied with the manner in which the investigation was conducted and release the SherifTs

CMfice of any responsibility regarding this complaint. | request no further investigation be pursued.

Cerification

Was the Victim's Right's Pamphlet given? ___Yes _ No

SIGNATURE OF VICTIMMWITNESS/NEXT OF KIN Was the Dumestic Violence Pamphlet given? Yes Mo

1 swear or affirm this report i5 correct and true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

ans'[oﬁi

Date

T

Signatu Deputyv/Apency Member

Sworn before me this !g day of ﬂﬂzﬂ, 20 CE:? i \1 ( f( (- / t
MotarLaw Enforcement Officer
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MAHRATIVE:

CRTIME SCENE:

FERSONS INVOLVED:

VICTORIA LINCSAY
W/ E

MERCADEZ NICHOLS
WL

FAYLA HASEZEAL
W/F

Lot

Rl ) Wb W T -

ARITTHNT MHARDCASTLE
W/F o
1

BEITTANY MAYES
W/iE T

CARA MURFNY
W/F h

A SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCE LOCATER AT G124 CALANDER CCURT WEST 1N LAKELAND,

(WICTIM|

(STSFRECT)

{SUSPECT}

fSUSTECT )

[SUSPECT)

FLOBIDA 33812,

SUPPLEMENTAL ' INCIDENT MUMBER
INSERT Sheriff's Office 2008-067185
Ageney ORI Sumber Polk Cﬂllﬂt}' Har“}w‘ FL HELATED INCIDENT MUMABEK
FLOS300000 MNA NiA
CLEARANCE CODE HATE CRIMES EXCEFTION TYFE ROLUTE TC
U UPEN ¥-CLUSED | 1 VERIFIED | « EXTRADITION RECLINER VAW REFL/SED TO COOPERATE
| - ARREST 1 UMYERIFIED 7 - ARREST ON PRIMARYSECONIIARY PROSECLTION DECLINED
2 EXCEFTIOMAL 3 UNFBLNLIED 4 OFFENSE WITHOUT PROSECLITION JUVEMILE/ND CUSTODY
1 UNFOUNDED 4 NA 1. DEATH OF (FFFENTIER ]
REFOK [1G DEFUTY, AGENC Y MEWDER MEMBER ¥ | SUPCRVISOR MEMBER # | REGIDNTIVISION DIETRICT/HLUREAL SECTLH
DET RICKY NEWMAN 4707 WEST REGION SW DISTRICT 21 |
VICTIM'S COMPLETE WAME
AET FIRET Bl DATETIME OF REPORT
LINDSAY VICTORLA 04/02/2008 / 09:03 _ ]
STATE STATUTE NUMDER ]' MiA ] OFFEMSE DESCRIFTION I N A J
CHANGE TO I A f CHANGE TO I MiA J
ADDITIONAL CHARGES:
OFFENSE | TYPE UFFEMSE DESCRIFTIN ATTEMPTIUDMM STATE STATLTE HLIMBER HCIQUCH CORE
I 1 KIDHAP COMMITTED TRT.01{ 2}
i 1 TAMPER WITH ¥ICTIM / WITHESS COMMITTED 01422
3 3 BATTERY-CAUSE BODILY HAKM TR0 LAY
—_— — —
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INCIVENT NUMBER

Office 2008-067185

HELATED NCTRENT HIIMBER

NARRATIVE
CONTINUATION Sheriff's
INSERT

. . FLIRM #3ddA -Revised 010D

['_ Agemcy ORI Numbzr Polk County
FLOS300004

M MY A

RFRII COOPER (SUSFECT]

EEF

r

ZACHARY ASHLEY (SUSPECT)
WM o

STEPHEY SCHUMAKER [SUSFECT)
WM

LISA KELLY (WTTNESS)

W/
;

MARY NICHOLS (CRANDMOTHER OF SUSPECT MICHULE)

W/E

" e M 1

CHRISTTHAR GARCIA (MOTHER OF SUSPECT NICHOLS)

WAE
S

TALISA LINDSAY (MOTIER OF VICTIM)
W/ E oo

INVESTIGATLON:

ON 0d=01-08 T WAS AS55IGWED THIS CASE BY DETECTLIVE SGT. WILKINSCON #3863 OF THE POLK COUNTY
SHERIFF'S QFFICE SCUTHWEST DISTRICT SENERAL CRTMES UNIT.

ON 04=-07-08 AT APPROXIMATELY 1100 IIQURS 1 SPOKE WITH TALISA LINDSAY, MOTIER OF THE WICTIM.

TALISA ADVISED ME HER DAUGHTER, VICTORIA “TORI™ LTNDSAY, HAD BEEN ALLOWED TO S5TAY WITH HER
FRTEND, MERCADES NICHOLS, DURING SPRING BREAK DUE TO FROBLEMS AT HOME.

THROUGH MY THNVESTIGATIGN I LEARNED MERCADES NICHOLS LIVES AT 6124 CARLENDAR COURT WEST LN

LAKELAND, FLORIDA.

TALISA ADVISED ME ON THE EVENING OF 03-30-08 HER DAUCHTER, VICTORIA LTNDSAY, WAS ON HER
WAY BACK FROM COCOA BEACH WITH HER FRIEND CHRISTINE.

o PAGE o OF 38
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MARRATIYE
CONTINUATION : INCIDENT MUMBER
INSERT Sherifl's Office 2008-067185
[ Agency ORI Number Polk County Bartow, FL HELATED INCIDENT HUMBER
FLOS300000 MA A
WHEN WILIURIA BREIVELD A&l SUSPECT MERCADES NICHOLS' HOME, WHERE THE VICTTM HAD ALSO BEEN

STAYTING, SHE WAS JUMPED, AND HACDLY BEATEN BY S5IX TEENAGE FEMALES WHILE TWC MALE TEENAGERS
STOCD WATCH QUTEIDE THE RESIDENCE,

TALISE ADVISED ME HER DAUGHTER HAD TO BE TAKEN BY AMBULANCE TO LAKELAND REGIONAL MELQICAL
CENTER IN LAKELAND, FLOHRIDA FOR A CONCUSSION AND POSSIELE PERMANENT THJURY 10 HER LEET EYE

AND LEFT EAR.

TARLISN AOVISER VICTOH1A [NFORMED HER THE ENTIRE INCIDENT WAS VIDECQ TAPED AND THE SUSPECTS
HAD INTENCED ON POSTING THE BEATING ON MYSBACE AND YOUTUHE TO FURTHER EMBARRASGS I[ER.

TALISA AOVISED ME 0N 03-31-08 SHE CONTARCTED SUSPECT KAYLA HASSAL, VIA TELEPHONE, WHIL
KAYLA WAS AT MERCADES NTCHOLE' HOME.

TALISA ADVISED ME SHE DEMANDED THE VIDROC FROM HAYLA BUT WAS MET WITH SARCASM AND EXCUSES
50 SHE REQUESTED TO SPEAK T0 MERCADES' GRANDMOTHER, MARY NICHOLS.

TALISA RADVISED ME SHE SPOKE WITH MARY NICHCLS AND EXPLAINED THE SITUATION TO HER,

TALISA ADVISED ME MARY TOOK POSSESSICH OF THE VIDEC FROM MERCADES AND KAYLA AND TURNED r
OVER TO DEPUTY SHERIEFE MAHONEY #4375.

ON 04-02-08 T CAME TNTO POSSESSION THE MEDTA CARD AND THE SUSFECTS SWORN WRITTEN
STATEMENTS CETAINED BY DREPUTY SHERIFF MAHONEY (PLEASE SEE DEPUTY SHERIFF MAHONEY'S REPORT
FOR DETAILS) .

UNDERSTANDING THE SERIOQUSHESS OF THE SITUOATION, T TMMEDIATELY

I WATCHED THE VIDEZEQ AND,
IM MY OFFICE WHERE HE WATCHED THE VIDEOD.

COMTACTED SGT. WILKINSON #3963 WHO MET ME

THE MEDTAR CARD CONTAINED, ALONS WITH THE VIDED OF THE BEATING, A PICTURE OF THE I[NJURED
VICTIM AND SEVERAL PICTURES OF KAYLA HASSAL AND OTHER YOUNG GIRLS.

ATTER WATCHING THE VIDED SGT. WILKINSON INSTRUCTED ME TO REPORT TO THE VICTIM'S RESIDENCE,
SET A SWORN TAFED STATEMENT, AMD TO PLACE THE EICHT SUSPECTS UNDER ARREST FOR FALSEH

IMPRISONMENT AND FELOMT BATTERY.

oM 04-02-08 AT APPRONIMATELY 1230 HOURS I ARRIVED AT VICTIM VICTORIA LINDEAY'S RESIDENCE
LOCATED AT 4247 5PRING LANE IN LAKELARND, FLORIDA.

UPCN ARRIVAL I MADE CONTACT WITH WICTORIA AND HER MOTHER, TALLISA LINDSAY.

T WITNESSED VICTORIA TO HAVE TWO BLACK LYES, AS WELL AS TO HAVE RARUISES ON HER ABMS AND

LEGS.
I TOOQK SEVERAL PICTURES OF VICTORIA'S INJURIES AS EVIDEKCE.

ON 04-02-08 AT APPROXIMATELY 1743 HOURS I INTERVIEWED VICTORIA IN THE KITCHEN OF HER

RESIDENCE.

YICTORIA STATED O 03-30-0H SHE ANMD HER FRIEND CHRISTINE WENT TO COCOA BEACH FOR THE DAY,

AT THE TIME OF THIS L[MTERVIEW VICTORTA COULD NOT ALVISE WEITHER THE LAST NAME NOR A
TELEPHONE NUMBER FOR CHRISTINE, HOWEVER THROUGH FURTHER INVESTIGATION I FOUND CHRISTINE'S
CULL NAME TO BE CHRAISTINE DORSETT WHO WAS LATER INTERVIEWED (PLEASE SEE DEPUTY SHERIFF

CAVANAH'S #5B46 HEPCRT FOR DETATLS) .

USPECT MERCADES MWICHOLS HADR GOTTEN INTO AN ARGUMENT FRIOR TC HER
HATREBRUSH AND RAZOR WITHOOT

PAGE 3 OF 3§
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AR S [NCTREMT NUMBER
CONTIMUATION z 7
INSERT Sheriff's Office 2008-067 |85 ]
Ageacy OR] Number Polk {'_:uunt}u ; 5 Bartow, FL RELATED INCIDENT NUMBER
FLOS5300000 A M/A

PERMIESION.

VICTORIA STATED SHE HAD RECEIVED SEVERAL RUDE AND THREATENTNG MESSAGES THROUSHOUT THE DAY
FEOM MERCADES ABDUT THE INCIDENT BUT THAT AS SHE GOT CLOSER T MERCRDES HOUSE THE TEXIS
AND TELEPHONE COMVERSATIONS BECAME MICER, TO WHICH SHE FPOUND SUSPICIOUS.

YICTORIA STATED SHE RECEIVEDR SEVERAL TEXTS FROM MERCADES ASKING WHERE SHE WAS AND WHAT
TIME SHE WOULD BE HOME, TO WHICH SHE ALSO FOUND SUSPICIOUS,

VICTORIA STATED SHE GOT TO MERCADES' HOME AT APPROXIMATELY 2000 BOURS ON 03-30-0H.

VICTORIA STATED WHEMN SHE ARRIVED AT THE HCOME SHE WITHESSED SUSPECTS STEPHEN SCHUMAKER AND
FACHARY ASHLEY TO BE SITTING oM THE PORCH OF THE RESIDENCE.

VICTORIA STATED WHEM SHE WALKED IMSIDE WHERE SHE WnS MET BY SUSFECTS MERCADES NICHOGLS AND

BRITTNI HARDCASTLE.
VICTORIA STATED NICHOLS AND HARDCASTLE IMMEDIATELY REGAN TO YELL AT HER AND TOLD HER TO
LERVE SC SHE WALKED QUTSIDE TO ASK CHRISTIMNE WHAT SHE SHOULD DO.

VTOTORTA STATED NICHCLS AND HARDCASTLE FOLLOWED HER OUTSLIDE AND CONTINUED T YELL AT HER
UNTIL BETNG JOINED BY SUSPECT KAYLA HASSAL, WHO THE VICTIM STATED HAD NO IDEA WAS AT THE
HOME OMTIL THIS MOMENT.

YIOTORIA STATED THE THREE SUSPRECTS CONTINUED 10 YELL AT HER UNWTIL CHRISTINE TOLLD THEM TO
SALM DOWN AND ASKED IF THERE WAS GOING TO BE ANY PROBLEMS IF SHE LEFT VICTORIA THERE
EECAUSE SHE WERDED TS LEAVE.
VICTOHLA STATED THE THREE SUSFPECTS THEN CALMED DCOWN AND STATED THE SUSPFECT COULD STAY 50
CHRISTINE LEET.

VICTORIA STATED SHE WALKED INSIDE THE HOME IN ORDER TO GATHER HER THINGS AND CALL A FRIEND
To COME GET HER BUT AS SHE WALKED INTO HER ROOM SHE WAS SURPRISED BY SU3PECT APRIL COOPER
WITH CLINCHED FISTS, WHO SHE BELIEVED HAD BEEN HIDING IN THE ROOM.

VICTORIA STATED SUSPECT BRITTANY MAYES THEN ENTERED THE ROOM HOLDIMG A CAMCORDER AS
ERITTNI HARDCASTILE, KAYLA HASSAL, MEHRCADES NICHOL3, AND CARAR MURFHY BLOCKED THE HALLWAY
AND BEGEN TC YELL AND CHANT FOR SUSPECT COOPER TO HIT HER.

YIOTORIA STATED SUSPECT COCOPER THEN BEGAW TO HIT HER WITH CLOSEC FISTS IN THE FACE,

YICTORIA STATED 3USPECT COOPER THEN BEGAN TO BEAT HER HEAD AGAINST THE WALL THUS KNOCKING
HEH UNCONECIOUS.

VIOTORTIA STATED WHEN SHE IWOKE AFTER BREING KMOCKEDR OUT BY SUSPECT COOFPER SHE WAS LAYING ON
THE COUCH TH THE LIVING ROOM OF THE RESIDENCE.

YICTORIAR STATED AS SHE REGAINED CONSCIOUSHMESS SHE FOUND HERSELF SURROUNDED BY ALL STH
FEMALE TEENM SUSPECTS.

YICTORIN STATED AS SHE ATTEMPTED TQ CET UF AND LEAVE SHE WAS AGAIN ATTACKEED AY HARDCASTLE
50 SHE STHUGCGLED TO GET ON NER FEET BUT WAS HELD DOWN BY SUSPECT MAYES A3 SUSPECT HASSALL

RRGAN TO HIT HER,

YICTORIA STATED SIE FIMALLY SOT LOSSE AND ATTEMPTED TO RON FOQR THE DOOR BUOT WAS MET 3Y
MERCADES WHO BLOCKEDR HER EXIT AS HARDCASTLE AGAIN BECAN TS ATTACK HER, THUS ENOCKING HER

RACK ONTO THE CQUCH,

YICTORIA STATED HARDCASTLE CONTINUED TO BEAT HER UNTIL SHE AGAIN GOT OM HER FEET AND
ATTEMPTED TO GO FOR THE NOOR BUT WAS STHUCK BY CARA MURPHY WHO WAS HOLDING A CRMCORCER.

PAGE 4 OF 3§
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TIVE
LS:F&:IL%:}N Sheriff‘s OfﬁEE INCIDENT HUMBER
INSERT 2008-067185
Agracy ORI Number Polk County Bartow, FL RELATED 1MCIDENT HUMBER

FL.OS300000 MA MiA
MUBFHY HLT HER SUSPELCT COOFER AGATHN ATTACKELD HER

VICTORLA STATED IMMECIRTELY AFTER
STEIKING HER SEVERAL 'TIMES AS SHE ATTEMPTEDR TO GET TO THE DOCR.

VICTORTE STATED AS SHE MADE IT TO THE DOOR AND ATTEMPTED TC LEAVE SUSPECT HARDCASTLE
HLOCKED HER EXIT AND TOLD HER SHE WAS NOT LEAVING.

YICTORTA ETATED SUSPECT HARDCASTLE AGAIN BEGAN 10 ATTACE HER TRAFPING HER IN THE CORNER OF
THE LIVING ROCM,

VICTORTA STATED AS THE SUSPECTS TEASED AND INSULTED HER THEY BEGAN TO MAKE FUN OF SUSPECT
MAYES BECAUSE MAYES HAD NOT YET ACTUALLY HIT HER S0 MAYES THEN BEGAN TC ATTACK HER
STRIKIMG HER SEVERAL TIMES WITH A CLOSEL FIST.

VICTGRIA STATEDR AFTER MAYES WAS THERQUGH HITTING HER SUSPECT COOFER AGLRIN BEGAN TO ATTACE

MER.

VICTORIA STATED AFTER COOPER ATTACKED HER HARDCASTLE AGAIN BECAN TC STRIKE HER.

VICTORLA STATED AFTER THE GTRLS HAD FINISHED ATTACKING HER THEY FORCED HER INTO MERCADES?
RENROOM WHERE THEY HELD HER UP AGARTHNST A WALL AND MADE HER POSE FOR PICTUREE OF HER

INJURIES.

VICTORIA STATED OURING THTIS ENTIRE INCIDENT THE SUSPECTS VIDEC TAPED THE INCIDENT, TOOK
FICTURES, AND BRAGGED THAT THEY WERE GOING 10 POST THE CRIME ON MYSPACE AND YOUTUEBE.
VIOTORIA STATED AFTER FORCING HER TO PCSE FOR PICTURES SUSPECT HARDCASTLE FACKEDR HER
BELONGLINGS IN A BAG AND TOLD HER TO GET [NTC MERCADES' GRANDMOTHER'S CAR.

VICTORTE STATED SHE TCLD THE SUSPECTS SHE DID NOT WANT TO CET IW THE CAR WITH THE SUSPFECTS
AND THAT SHE WANTED TO CALL A FRIEND TO COME GET HER.

STATED WHEN SHE REFUSED TO GET INTS THE CAR WITH THE SUSPECTS SUSPECT HARDCASTLE

VICTORIA
TOOK HER BY THE ABM AND FORCED HER TNTO MERCADES' CRANDMOTHER'S CAR.
VICTORTA STATED SHE SAT 1N 'HE FRONT PASSENGER SEAT, MERCADES DROVE, AND BRITTANY MAYES

AND BRITTHI HARDCASTIE SAT IN THE BACK SEAT OF THE CAR AS THE FOUR LEFT THE RESIDENCE.
VICTORIA STATED THE FOUR DECOVE WEST ON CRS40A AS THE SUSPECTS BEGAMN TO TRY AND BE NICE Td
HER, GTVING HER A 50DA, TELLING HER THAT ARR THNJURIES WERE NOT THAT BAD, AND RSKTNG IER
WOT TO TELT, ANYONE.

VICTORLA STATED WHEN SHE TOLD THE SUSPECTS SHE WAS GOING TO TELL HER MOTHER AND PATHER
WHAT HAPPENED [HE SUSPECTS AGAIN BRECAME AGGERESZIVE.

VICTORIA STATED THE SUSPECTS THEN BEGAN TO TELL HER THAT IF SHE TOLD HER PARENTS OR WEMNT
0 LAW ENFORCEMENT THEY WCULD BEAT HER EVEN WORSE MEXT TTME.

VICTORIA STATED SHE THEN TOLD THE SUSPECTS IF THEY WOULD GIVE HER A TELEPHONE TO CALL A
FEIEND TO PTCK HER UP THAT SHE WOULD NOT GO TO THE AUTHORITLIES.

VICTORLA STATED SHE WAS ONLY THEN GIVEN A CELL PHONE TQ WHICH SHE CALLED HER FRIEND LLSA
KELLEY WHO AGREED 10 MEET HER AT MERCADES’ GRANDMOTHER'S WOHK.

YIOTORIA STATED THE GIRLS THEN DROVE HER TO THE HAWTHORNE THN LOCATED AT 6150 LAKELAND
HIGHLANDS BOARD IN LAKELAND, FLORIDA WHEHRE SHE WAS MET BY HER FRIEND, LISA KELLEY, WHU

PTCKED HER UP AND DROVE EER HOME,

+*++] ISA KELLEY WAS LATER LOCATED AND INTERVIEWED, PLERSE REFER TO DEPUTY SHERLFE CAVANAH'S

REPORT FCR DETAILS OF THE THTERVTEW®**
VICTORIA STATED LISA KELLEY THEN TOOK HER HOME WHERFE AN AMBULANCE AND THE SHERIFF'S OFFICE

PAGE 5 OF 3%
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MARRATIVE
CONMTIN :IATJIDN Sheriﬂns Ofﬁce INCIBENT NUMBER
INSERT 2008-067185
Agrasy OFLL Number Polk Cﬂllnt}" : Bartow, FL RELATED INCIDENT NUMBER
FLOS300C00 A NiA
WAS THEN CALLED. —

s#=SFE DEPUTY SHERLEEP TORRES' ORIGINAL REPORT FOR DETAILS OF THE ORIGINAL CONTACT WITH THE
WICTLIM* **

I SHOWED THE VICTIM ANG HER MOTHER THE VIDEQ THAT 1 HAD IN MY POSSESSION OF THE HEATING
AND ASKED VICTORIA TO TRENTIEFY THE SUSFECTS ON THE VIDEQ TO WHICH SHE DID.

VICTORTA PROVIDED A SWORN TAPED STATEMENT ATTESTING TD THE ABOVE EVENTS (PLERSE SEE THE
TYPFED TRANSCRIFTS OF VICTORLA®S INTERVIEW FOR FURTHER DETAILS).

PICTHRES OF THE VICTIM'S INJURIES WERE TAKEM AND SUBMITTED INTO EVIDENCE.

TALISA LINDSAY SIGNED A MEDTCAL RELEASE WAIVER 350 I MARY OBTATN A RECORD OF VICTORIA'S
MEDICAT, RECORDS PROM LAKELAND REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTEER.

AFTER INTERVIEWING THE VICTIM AND HER MOTHER I CONTACTED SGT. WILKINSOM #3983, HRIEFED HIM
ON MY FTHNRINGS, AND THE RESULTS GF THE THTERVIEW WITH THE VICTIM,

5G7. WILKINSON #1963 ADVISED ME 10 IMMECIATELY TAKE THE SUSPECTS INTO CUSTODY.

OM N4-02-0H AT APPROXIMATELY 1430 HOURS T MET WITH DEPUTY SHERIFEFS RHODES #4771, GILBERT
JSE00, AND FOSTER #5723 AT HE 7-ELEZVEN STORE LOCATED AT THE INTERSECTION OF CRO408 AND
NTIOHWAY 28 SOUTH IN LAKELAND, FLORIDA.

T BREIEFED THE THREE DEPUTIES CON THE SITUATION AND ADVISED THEM I WOULD BE REFORTING TO
SUSPECTS NKICHOLS, SCHUMAKER, AND ASHLEY'S HOMES TO PLACE THEM UNDER ABRREST AND THAT I
NEEDED THEM TO LOCATE THE OTHER FIVE FEMALE SUSFECTS, FLACE THEM UNDER ARREST, AND
TRANSPORT THEM TD MY OFFTCE LOCATED AT THE POLK COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFTCE SOUTHWEST DISTRICT

SNRASTATION.

ON Cd=02=-08 AT APFROXIMATELY 1443 HOURS DEPUTY SHERTFF GILBERT #5600 AND I RESPCNDED TO

MERCADES' PLACE OF RESTIDENCE LOCATED AT £124 CALENDAR COURT WEST TN LAKELAND, PFLORLIDA,
UPON ARRIVAL I MADE CONTACT WITH MERCADES® GHANDMOTHER, MARY MICHOLS.

NICHOLS ADVISED ME MERCADES WAS CONM HER WAY HOME AND SHOULD ARRLIVE WITHIN A FEW MINOTES.

AFTER ONLY I FEW MOMENTS AT THE HESIDENCE MERCADES' CALLED HER GRANDMOTHEIR AND STATED
TRCHARY ASHLEY HAD JUST CALLED HER AND TOLLD HER DEPUTIES WERE THERE FOR HER.

MARY ADVISED MERCADES SHE NEEDED TGO COME HOME TMMEDIATELY AND TO DO THE RIGHT THING OF
TURNING HERSELF TW BUT MERCADES HUNG OF.

MLARY ATTEMPTED TC CARLL MERCADES HACK SEVERAL TIMES BUT MERCADES WOULLD NOT ANSWER.

RETER SEVERAL ATTEMPTS BY MARY TO CONTACT MERCADES T CALLED MERCADES FROM MY CELL PHONE.

LFTER LEAVING SEVERAL MESSAGES FOR MERCADES TO CALL ME BACK SHE FINALLY DID.

I ACDVISED MERCADES WHY 1 WAS AT HER HCME AND THSTRUCTED HER TO COME STRALGHT HOME.
AFTER SEVERAL MORE MTHNUTES MERCADES CAME HOME WITH KAYLA HASSAL IN THE PASSEMGER SEAT.

I PLACED BOTH G1HLS UNDER ARREST AND HAD THEM TRANSPORTED TO THE POLK COUNTY SHERIFF'S
SOUTHWEST DISTRICT SUBRSTATION.

I MADE CONTACT WITH ZACHARY ASHLEY AT HIS PLACE OF RESIDENCE [(NEXT DOCR} AND PLACED HIM
UNODER ARREST TN TIE PRESENCE OF HIS MOTHER HEIDT NEASE.
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NARRATIVE
COMTINUATION x INCIVENT NUMBER
INSERT Sheriff’s Office 2008-06T185
|_ Apency CHRL Number Polk County Bartow, FL RELATED INCIDENT NUMBER
FLOS300000 NA Wi
1 THEN REFORTEDR TO THE POLK COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFIGE GOUTHAWEST DISTRILT SUDSTATION WOFRE MY

OFFICE IS LOCATED.

MOTHER LORI COOPER.

-

JIOVENILES:

GARCIA WIA TELEFHONE.

CARY HASEAT.

VIR TELEPHONE,

VLA TELEFHONE.

POTNT,
As 1

TO GO TOO",

*04=02-08 @ 1714 HOURS T
CHARLES PLATT VIA TELEPHAONE.

TOW 24-~02-08 21728 HOURS

THE POLE COUNTY SHERIFK'S OFFICE

I5 LOCATED NEXT TO MY QFFICE,

T COWNTRCTED SUSPECT APRIL COOFER'S EESIDENCE

STATEMENT “WHAT ABOUT STEVE-D, HE WAS THERE TO0,

FRIOR TO THELR ARRESTS AND THE VIDED EVIDENCE,
SUSPECTS, THE ONLY CZUESTIONS ASKED OF THE SUSPECTS WERE THE NECESSARY INFORMATTON MEEDED

TG COMPLETE THE BCOOHING SHEETS

ALL SEVEN SUSFECTS WERE

(NAME, WNEXT OF KIN,

VTA TELEPHOHE,

SHERIFF'S COFFICE SOUTHWEST DISTRICT SIIBSTATION.

AS THE GIRLS WERE PLACED IN THE HOLDING CELLS AT THE SOUTHWEST
I COULD HEARR THE GSIRLS LAUGHING, PLAYTNG, JOKING, AND AT ONE

MAKING THE COMMENT “GURESS WE ARE NOT GOING TO THE BEACH TOMORROW! .,

AND MADE CONTACT WITH HER

I BRTEFED LORI CH THE SITUATICN AND INSTRUCTED HER TO BRING APRIL TO THE BPOLK COUNTY

DEPUTY SHERTFFS RHODES AND FOSTER LOCATED THE OTHER GIRLS AND TRANSPORTED THEM TO THE POLE
COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE SOUTHWEST DTSTRICT SUBSTATION.

THE FOLLOWING IS LIST CF DATES AND TIMRS CONTACT WAS MADE WLTH THE PARENTS OF THE
*D4-02-08 @ 15324 HOURS I MADE CONTACT WITH MERCADES NICHOLS' MOTHER CHRTISTINA
*04-02-0B @ 1600 HCURS I MADE CONTACT VIA TELEPHONE WITH KAYLY HASSAL'S MOTHER

MENE CONTACT WITH BRITINI HARDCASTLES' GRANDFATHER

1 MADRE COMTACT WITH ZACHARY ASHLEY'S MOTHER HEIDI DERSE

YON 04-02-08F @1732 HOURS I MADE CONTACT WITH ARITTANY MAYES' MOTHER DEHRA BENNET

*ON 04-02-08 @ 1800 HOURS T MADE CONTACT WITH CARA MURPHY'S MOTHER MICHELLE

MARIZH IN PERSON AT THE SOUTHWEST DISTRICT SUBSTATION.

*04-02-08 8 1802 HOURS I MADE CONTACT WITH APRIL COOPER’S MOTHER T.ORT COOPER AT
SONTHWEST DISTRICT SUBSTATION.

DISTRICT SUASTATICN, WHICH

CHECKED ON THE SUSPECT3 IN THERE HOLDING CELLS THE GIRLS MADE 'HE SPONTANEOLS
IF WE ARE GOLNG TO JATL. FOR THIS HE NEEDS

AT THE TIME OF THIE COMMENT NOME OF THE SUSPECTS KNEW “STEVE-O' 57 LAST WNAME ONLY TIHAT HE
LIVED IN THE SAME WETGHRORHOOD AS MERCADES AND ZACHARY,

THRODGH FURTHER INVESTIGATION I FOUND “STEVE-0" T ACTUALLY BE SUSPECT STEPHEN SCHUMAKELR
(SUSFECT SCHUMAKER WAS LOCATED AND ARRESTED ON ‘'HE MORNTNG OF 04-03-08 AT APPROXIMATELY
0200 HOURSE, FPLEASE SEE HIS POST MIBANDA INTERVIEW LATER IN THIS REFORT) .

AFTER MAKING CONTACT WITH ALL THE SUSPRECTS PARENTS, TYFING THE SEVEN AFFIDAVITS, AND

COMPLETING SEVEN BOUKING SHEETS,
JOVENILE ASSESSMENT CENTER IN BARTOW,

TRANSPORTED TO THE PFOLKE COUNTY

NUE TCQ THE FACT THE SUSPECTS HAD ALREADY FROVIDED NON-CUSTODIAL SWORM WRITTEN STATEMENTS

I DID WNOT CONDUZT INTERVIEWS WITH THE

CONTACT INFOEMATION, ETS.)
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WHILE COMPLETING SUSPECT KAYLA HASSAL'S BOOKING SHEET KAYLA MADE THE SPONTANEOUS STATEMENT
“aM I GOING TO BE OUT OF JALL IN TIME TO GO TG CHEERLEADING PRACTICE, BECAUSE I DO
COMPETITIVE CHEERING AND CODLD MOT MISS A SINGLE PRACTICE".

oM 04-03-0F AT APFROXIMATELY 0400 HOURS DEPUTY SHERIFF RHODES #4771, AT MY DIRECTION,
LOCATED SNSPECT SCHUMABKER AT HIS RESTINENCE, PLACED HIM UNDER ARREST, AND TRANSPORTED HIM
TO MY OFFICE LOCATER AT THE POLE COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE SOUTHWEST DISTRICT SUBSTATION FOR

DOESTIONLING.

ON 04-03=04 AT APPROXTMATELY £919 HOURS I MADE CONTACT WITH SCHUMAKER IN MY OFFICE, READ
HIM H1S MIAANDA RIGHTS FROM A POLK COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE MIRANDA WATVER FORM (FOUHM

#R008) .

SUSPECT SCHUMAKER STATEDR HE UNDERSIOQOD HIS RIGHTS, SIGHNED THE MIRANDA WAIVER FORM, AND

RECETVED A CCPY OF THE SIGHNED FORM.

OURINGS HIS POST MTRANDA PRE-INTERVIEW SCHUMAKER STATED HE WAS AT H1S5 FHIEMD ZACHARY
ABHLEY' S HOME, WHICH IS T.OCATED NEXT DOCGR TO MERCADES NICHOLS HOME, ONW THE EVENING OF

03-30-08.

SCHOMAKER STATED FRIOR TO THE VICTIM'S ARRIVAL AT THE HOME HE OVER HEARD THE FEMALE

SUSPECTS TALKING ABOIT JUMPING THE YICTIM.

SCAUMAKER RTATED HE WAS NOT A LOOKOUT WHTILE THE BEATING COMMENCEDR BUT WAS SITTING ON
ASHLEY'S PORCH WHEN THE [NCIDENT OCCURRED AMD SEFN ASHLEY GO TELL THE GIRLS THEY HMEELED TG
GQUIET DOWN BECAUSE NETGHBORS (MALNLY ASHLEY'S FAMILY WHICH ALSO LIVED IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD)

WERE GEITING SUIPICIOUS,

SCHIMAKER STATED AFTER THE BEATING QCCURRED HE WITHESSED THE CRYING VICTIM SET THTO
MERCADES’ CRANDMOTHEHRTS CAR ALONG WITH SUSPECTS NICHOLS, MAYES, AND HARDCRSTLE.
SCOHUMAKER STATED HE WAS THEN APPROACHED BY SUSPECTS HASSAL, MURFHY, AND COOFER WHO AFTER
LSKING UIM FOR A RIDE TO THE CORR THEATER IN LAKELAND, FLORICR.

SCHUMAKER STATED SUSPECTS HASSAL, MURFPHY, AND COCPER SHOWED HIM TFIVE DLEFERENT VIDED CLIES
AS WELL AS PICTURES QI THE CRIME.

SCHUMAKER STATEC HE, ALONG WITH THE THREE SUSPECTS, POLLOWED MERCADES, THE VICTIM,
HAROCRSTLE, AND MAYES TO THE HAWTHORNE INN WHERE VICTORIA WAS DROPPED OFF AND THEN HE LEFT

TAKING THE GIRLS TO THE CUOBB THEARTER.

SCHUMAKER THEN PROVIDED ME WITH A SWORN TAPED STATEMENT AT WHICH TIME HE CHANGED HTS STORY
oM SEVERAL DIFFERENT ACCOUNTS OMNCE THE RECORDER WAS ON.
Iy FACT

ONCE ON TAPE SCHIMAKER THEMW CHANGED HIS RCCCUNT OF THE INCTRENT AND STATED HE HAD
STATED

MOl HERED THE GIRLS PLOT THE CRIME LN ADVANCE EVEN THOUGH IN THE PRE-THTERVIEW HE
HE DID.

ONCE ON TAPE SCHUMAKEER STATED IT WAS ASHLEY'S GRANCMOTHER, NOT ASHLEY, HE SEEW GO TC THE
FRONT OF THE SUSPECT'S HOME, EVEN THOUGH ON TWO SEPARATE NEIGHBORHOOD CANVASES, ASHLEY'S
GRANDMOTHEHR AND COUSIN STATED THEY DID NOT SEE ANYTHING AND CID NOT WANT TO GIVE

STATEMENTS HOR TALE TO LAW ENFORCEMENT TN BREFEREMNCE TO THE CASE.

OMCE QN TAPE ACHUMAKER STATED HE HAD HEARD THE GIRLS TELLING EACH COTHER NOT TO PAOST THE
VIDED AND PICTURES ON MYSPACE EVEN THOUGH DURING HIS PRE-INTERVIEW HE STATEC HE HEARD THE
GIRLS BRASGING AHOUT THEIR INTENTIONS OF POSTING THE VIDED AND PLICTUHRES ON MYSPACE AND
YOUTUBE (PLEASE REFER TO THE TYPES TRANMSCRIPTS OF THIS THTERVIEW FOR DETATILS) .

SCHIMAKER WAS THEN TRANSPORTEDR TO THE POLE COUNTY JALL WITHOUT FURTHER INCIDENT,
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ON Cd-03=-08 AT APPROXIMATELY 1515 HOURS T RESPONDED TO 6124 CALENDAR COURT WEST IN
LAKELAND, FLORIDA WHERE T MADE CONTACT WITH MARY NICHOLS (MERCADES' GSRANDMOTHER]) ANL

CHEISTINZ GARCTA (MEACADES' MOTHER) .

OH 0d-N3-08 AT APPROXIMATELY 1577 HOURS MARY NICHOLS PROVIDEDR & SWORNM TAPED STATEMENT AS
SHE AND I SAT AT THE KITCHEN TRELE OF HER RESIDENCE.

CHRISTINA GARCIA STOOD QUTSIDE THE RESIDENCE AS I CONDUCTED THE THTERVIEW WITH MARY .

MARY STATED SHE WAS AT WORK AT THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT AND DID NOT FIND CUT ABQUIT THE
INCIDENT UNTIL LATER THAT HIGHT BUT WAS TOLL BY MERCADES ONLY THAT A FLGHT HAD QZCURRED AT
THE RESIDENCE.

MALRY STATED MERCADES LIVES WITH HER BECAUSE HER MOTHER, CHRTSTINA GARCUIA, DRID NOT WANT
MERCRDES THUS GIVING MERCADES ABRNDONMENT ISSUES.

MARY STATED MERCADES HAS ANGER MANAGEMENT ISSUES AND REGULARLY YELLS AT, INSULTS, AND

CORSES AT HEH.
MARY STATED MERCADES HAD RECENTLY 3EEN ARBRESTED AND CHARGER WITH STALKING AND VIOLATION OF
A RESTEAINING OROER TH AN INCIDENT WITH HER ROYFRIEND.

MARY STATED MERCACES HAD BEEM PRECHANT W1TH THE CHILD OF A BOY NAMED JACCOB JOHME AND THAT
AFTER LEARNTNG OF THE PFREGNANCY JACCE BROKE OFF THE RELATIONSHIFE.

MARY STATED MERCADES T.0ST THE BASY AND BEGAN TS STATK AND HARRSS JACUH.

MARY STATED ON THE AFTERNOON OF 03-31-08 SHE RECEIVED A TELEPHONE CALL FROM THE VICTIM'S
MOTHER, TALISA LINDSAY, ADVISING HER OF THE EXISTANCE OF THE VIDED,

MERY STATED SHE TOLD WAYLA AND MERCACES TC GIVE HER THE VINEQ.

MARY STATED ONCE SHE COT THE MEDIA CARD CONTAINING [HE VIDEQ FROM THE GIRLS SHE WATCHED IT
AND IMMEDIATRELY CALLED LAW ENFORCEMENT TG TURN THE VIDEO OVER.

MARY STATED SHE HAD NO TDEA AS TO THE SERIDUSNESS OF THE STTUATION UNTIL SUCH TIME SHE
WATCIED THE VIDED BECAUSE, ONCE AGAIN, SHE WAS TOLD THERE WAS ONLY A STMPLE FIGHT BY
MERCADES (FLEASE EEFER To THE TYPED TRANSCRIPTS OF THIS INTERVIEW FOR FURTHER DETAILS).

ON 04-03—08 AT AEFPROXIMATELY 1535 HOURS I INTERVIEWED CHRTSTTNA GARCIA AT THE SAME KITCHEN
TADLE WHILE MARY WAITED OUTSIDE THE RESIDENCE.

CARCIA STATED THAT WHLLE SHE DID NOT ENOW ANYTHING ABOUYT THE INCIDENT UNTIL IT BECAME
PUBELIC SHE DOES KMOW THAT A LOT OF GIRLS DO NOT LIKE THE VICTIM BECAUSE OF COMMENTS SHE

MADE ON MYSPACE ABCUT THEM.

CARCIR STATED MERCADES DOES HAVE ANGER MANAGEMENT PROBLEMS AND QTHER ISSUES DUE TO THE
FACT HER FATHER ABANMOMNED HER [FLEASE REFER TS THE TYPED TRANSCRIFETS OF THIS IWTERVIEW FOR

FURTHER DETALILS) .

ON 04-03=08 AT APPROXIMATELY 1630 HOURS I AGAIN MADE CONTACT WITH TALISA LINDEAY AT HER
PLACE OF HESIDENCE AND OBTATNED A SWORN TAPED STARTEMENT FRCM HER [PLEASE SEE TYPED
TRANSCRTPTS FOR DETAILS COF THIS THTERVIEW].

N THE EVEMING OF 04-07-0 T RESPONDED TO THE RESIDENCE CF MARY NTCHOLS AND REQUESTED
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PEAMIGSSION TO Loom IN MERCADES'T ROOM FOR
LOCATED IN MERCADES' RCDM I FOUMD A CELL PHONE ON TEE COMFUTER DESK TO WHICH MARY ADVISED

AELONGED T0 SUSPECT KAYLA HASSAL.

1 CONTACTED SGT. WILEINSON #3963 VIA TELEPHONE AND HE INSTRUCTEDR ME TO TAKE THE CELL FHONE

FOR EVIDENCE, I ToOK THE CELL PHONE AKWD GRVE IT TO DETECTIVE STRICKLAND #4621 TO BE
TRANSEORTED TO THE BOLE COUNTY SHERIFF'S GFFICE BUREAD OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS TO

PROCESSED.
DURING THIS VISIT WLTH MARY I TOOK PICTURES OF MERCADES' REDROCM AND QF THE LIVING ROOM QF
THE HESIDEMCE AND STDMITTED THEM INTS EVIDENCE.

BE

WHILE T WRs AT MARY'S HOME CHRISTINA GARCTA [MERCADES' MOTHER) CALLED MARY AND WAS FURIQOS

WITH EER FOR ALLOWING ME TO ENITER HER HOME.

I COULD HEAR GARRCIA YELLING AND CURSING AT MARY THEN GARCTA HUNG UK N MARY AND CALLTMG
BACK SEVERAL TIMES.

1 ASKED MARY [F MERCADES AAD A CELL PHONE TO WHICH SINE REPLIEDR "YES, BUT CHRISTINA TOOK
Tm,

MAHY ADVISED ME ON THE WLGHT ©F MERCADES' BRREST GARCIA CAME TG HER HOME, WENT
MERCADES ' HOCGM, AND TOOK SEVERAL ITEMS OUT CF THE ROOM.

I

I THEN CALLED CHRISTINA AND ASKED HER TF SHE HAD THE CELL FHOME.
WIFEN CHRISTINA ASKED ME WY I WANTED TO ®NOW ABRCUT THE CELL PHONE I TOLD HER T NEEDED LT
RS POSEIGBLE EVIDENCE TO WHICH SHE REFLIED "MAYBE T HAVE IT AND MAYBE I coM’ T,

T ADVISED CHRISTINMA L[F SHE HAD THE PHONE {T0Q WEICH MARY STATEDR SHE DID) 11 wWAS CONSIDERED

EVIDENCE AND NEEDED TO BE TURNED OVER TO ME IMMEDIATELY.

CERTSTIMA STATED "I AM NOT GIVING YOUR SHIT, S0 YOO CAN GO FUCK TOURSELE™.

| ADVISED CHRTSTINA IF SHE DID NOT GTVE ME THE CELL FHONE SHE WOULD BE PLACED UNDER ARREST
FOR TAMPERING WITH EVIDENCE TO WHICH SHE REPLIED "PROVE IT YOU FUCKING RSSHOLE"™ AND THEM

HIING UF ON ME.

I LATER LEARNED THAT CHRISTINA HADR CALLED UDEFUTIES IW THE POLK COUNTY SHERLEE'S QFFICE
NORTHWEST DISTRTICT AND HANCED THE CELL PHONE OVER TO THEM FOR EVIDENCE.

oM O4-04-0F AT APPRONIMATELY 0900 HUOURS CETECTIVE SGT. WTILKTHSON #3263 AND I MET WITH
VICTARIA LLTMDSAY'S FATHER, PATRICK LINDGSAY, WHO PROVICED D5 WITH MOTES HE TOUK WHEN HE
FIRST RESFONDED TO THE LAXELAND REGTOMAL MEDICAL CENTER CN THE NIGHT GF THE INCIDENT.
FATRICK ADVISED ME HE TMMEDIATELY ASKED HIS DAUGHTER DETAILS OF THE INCIDENT AND TOOH

MOTES OF HER ACCOUNT OF THE CRIME.
PATHICK FROVIDED ME WITH A COPY OF THE NOTES [(COPY ATTACHED TQ THIS REPORT) .

ON 04-08-0F AT APPROXIMATELY 0930 HOURS 1 AGALN RESPONDED TQ MARY NTCHOLS® PLACE UF
RESLIDENCE AND MADFE CONTACT WITH HER.

MARY AGREEN TO ALLOW ME TO SEIZE MERCADES’ COMPUTER AND PROCESS HER CAR POR EVIDENCE SINCE
IT WAS HER CAR WHICH WAS USEDR TO TRANSPORT THE VICTIM.

MARY STGNED A WAIVER (PCSD FORM #2008} CIVING ME PERMISSION TO SELZE HER GATEWRY
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LLSENTIALS LUMPUTER BERRING SERIAL # QCGLYL37 628 AND TO
ON 04=0B=-08 @ 102% HOURS 1 MADE CONTACT WITH DETECTIVE PARKER #5973 AT MARY'ES RESTDENCE.

DETECTIVE PARKER ADVISED ME HE HAD CONDUCTED & CANVASS OF THE BUOSINESSES IN THE AREA OF
THE HAWTHORN INN TH AN ATTEMPT T¢ LOCATE SURVEILLANCE VIDED OF THE DROP QFF POINT BUT WAS
UNSUCCESSFUL (PLEASE REFER TO DETECTLIVE FARKER'S REFPORT FOR DETATLS) .

oN 04-08-08 AT AFPROXIMATELY 1033 HCURS I GAVE THE COMPUTER [ SELZED FROM MARY TO
DETECTIVE PFARKER TO BE TRANSPORTED TO THE POLK CQUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE RURERAL OF SPECIAL

INVESTIGATIONS TO BE IROCESSED.

D4-08-08 AT APPRONIMATELY 1027 HOURS CST BEAUDRY #3669 NRRIVED OGN SCENE AND PROCESSED
MARY'S 2004 FOUR DOOR TOYOTA BEARING TAG #HEHBGI.

ON 04-08-08 AT APPROXIMATELY 1043 HOURS I MADE CONTACT WITH MICHELLE MARISH, MOTHER OF

CARDA MURPIEY, VIA TELEPHONE.
1 ASKED MICHELLE FOR CARA’S CELL PHONE AND ADVISED HER IT WAS NEEDED AS EVIDENCE.

MTCHELLE ADVISED ME CARA'S CELL PHONE WAS TH HER PROPERTY AT THE DERARTMENT OF JOVENTLE OF
JUSTICE NETENTION CENTER I[N BARTOW, FLORIDA.

1046 ACURS I CONTACTED MS. ADAMI SUPERINTENDENT OF THE

ON 04-D8- 08 AT APPROXIMATELY
FLORLDA AND REQUESTED ACCESS

CEPARTMENT OF JUVENLLE JUSTICE DETENTICHN CENTER TH BARTOW,
TO THE SUSPECT'S FROPERTY 1N ORDER TC SEIZE ANY CELL PHONES.

MS. ADAMI ACDVISED ME I WOULD NEED A S5EARCH WARRANT, PER DEBARTMENT OF JOVENTLE JUSTICE

FOLICY, TO HECOVER THE CELL PHONE.

ON Q4-08=08 AT AFPRONTMATELY 1135 HOURS CETECTIVE DOYCHN #5014 PROVIDEDR ME WITH VICTIM
VICTORLIA LINDSAY'S MEDICAL RECORDS THAT HE HAD RECEIVED FROM THE LAKELAND REGIOHNAL MEDTCAL

CENTER MEDICAL RECCRDS CEPARTMENT EARLIER TH THE DAY.

MY BREVIEW OF THE MEDRDICAL RECORDS SHOW THE TERM "POSITIVE LOSS OF CONSCTIOUSHMESS™ THUS
VALIDATING THE VICTIM'S CLATM SHE WAS KNOCKED UNCONSCICOUS DURING THE BEATING.

O 0A-D8-0DH AT APPROXIMATELY 1410 HOURS I WAS CONTACTED RBY REPRESENTATIVES FOR THE
MYSPACE INTERNET TAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT WHD VOLUNTEERED THETR SERVICES.

I INSTEUCTED "DOMINICY FROM MYSPACE TO FREEZE ALL ELGHT SUSPECTS AND THE WICTIM'S MYSPACL
FAGES 1M ORDER TO PRESERVE [DATA FOR LATER REVIEW TO WHICH HE AGEREED TO 0O,

N 04-0B-0B AT APPROXIMATELY 170% HOURS I MADE CONTACT WITH DETECTIVE S5GT. WILKIMSON

#3963, DETECTIVE SMITH #4565, AND DETECTIVE WOCSDS #5152 IN THE PARKING LOT OF THE JUVENTLE
DETENTION CENTER IN BARTOW, FLORIDA FOR THE FURFOSE OF EXECUTING THE SEVEN SEARCH WARRANTS
ON THE FROPERTY OF THE SUSPECTS (FLEASE SEE DETECTIVE SMITH'S REPORT FOR DETALLS AS TO HIS

ACTIONS OBTATHNTNG THE SEARCH WARBANTS) .
OM 04-08-08 AT 1755 HOURS WILKINSOM, SMITH, WOODS, AND [ MADE CONTACT WITH ASSISTANT

SUPERTHTENDENT MYHON HARDEE WHS ESCORTED US TO THE CONFERENCE ROOM OF THE FACILITY WHEERE
ALL SEVEN JUVENTLE SUSFECTS PROFPERTY BAGS WERE WAITING FOR U3,

THE FOLLOWING 1S THE CHRONOLOGICAL EVENTS AND TIMES THAT TODUK PLACE OM 04-03-0B AS THE
SEARCH WARRANMTS WERE HEING EXECUTED:

*1755 HOURS I TOCK BHOTOGRAFHS OF ALL CLOSED UROFERTY BAGE.
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Case Number: 08-73162 .

vour affiant. Detective Mark Smith, is a sworn deputy of the Sheriff of Polk Caunty, Polk County
County Sheriffs Office, Palk County Flerida for

Elorida. Your affiant has been a deputy with the Polk
detective for approximately five years of that lime,

approximately nine and a haif years and has been a
estigate both property and persons crimes within Polk County Florida,

Your affiant's duties are to inv
Currently your affiant is assigned ta the Southwest District General Crimes Unit of the Polk County

Sheriff's Office.

On 03/30/08 the victim, Victoria Lindsay, arrived at her temporary residence located at 6124 West
Calendar Court Lakeland, FL 33813. The victim was staying with her friend, Mercades Nichals, due to
the fact that she was having problems with her parents at the time. Upon entering the residence the
victim was confronted by Mercades Nichols and Britini Hardcastle who began yelling at her and

The victim walked into the room she was staying in and was confronted by April

d threatening her with clinched fists. The victim was struck in the
ammed the victim's head in to the bedroom wall which

knacked her unconscious. When the victim woke up she was an the couch in the living room of the
residence. The victim was surrounded by April Cooper, Mercades Nichols, Cara Murphy, Brittany
Mayes, Brittni Hardcastle, and Kayla Hassell. All six female suspects then took turns striking the victim
with their hands and feet. While the attack was occurring the female suspects took turns recording the
ineident on a video recording device. The victim advised the female suspects blocked the door, held

her down, and prevented her escape, while they attacked her for approximately thirty minutes. The
s they struck her and recorded the incident that they

victim advised the female suspects bragged a
the websites known as My Space and You Tube. After the attack the

were going to post the beating on

suspects forced the victim into Mercades Nichols' Grandmather's vehicle and drove her o another
friend’s house where they allowed her to get out of the vehicle. The suspect's tald the victim “if you got
to the Police the next beating will be worse.” Once free from the suspects the victim was transported
by ambulance to the hospital where she was treated for a concussion, damage to her left ear and eye,

and numerous bruises.

On 04/02/08 Detective Newman #4707 came into possession of a video recording of the attack on the
struck multiple times by multiple suspects and her attempts to

victim. The footage shows the victim
escape the residence were blocked. The video and ather still photos recovered by Detective Newman
in a manner consistent with using

chow other cameras being used during the attack and afterward
them to take photographs or use the video recording device installed in some cellular phones.

Detective Newman's investigation also revealed that Mercades Nichols' neighbars, Zachary Ashley
and Stephen Schumaker, acted as look outs while the beating occurred inside the residence.
Schumaker advised during a taped statement that he was shown four to five different video recordings
by the female suspects of the attack. At least one of the suspects, Cara Murphy, was in possession af
s undetermined at this time if more of the suspects were in

a cellular phone at the time of her arrest. Iti
possession of their cellular phones when they were arrested or if they were in possession of portable

media storage in their purses or other property.

threatening her.
Cooper wha was yelling at her an
face several times by Cooper. Cooper then sl

The evidence described above demonstrates Probable Cause that the suspects committed illegal acts

and recorded them using either cell phones, cameras, video cameras, or other recordable devices.
Some of these types of devices have removable and portable media storage capabilities. It is thersfore
respectfully requested that the search warrant for the property removed from the suspects at the time

of their arrest and held for safe keeping by the Juvenile Detention Center be issued.
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