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REP. BROWN-WAITE CALLS FOR FEDERAL
INVESTIGATION OF EVENTS SURROUNDING THE
RECENT HORRIFIC ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT CRIME

SPREE

Hiegal Immigrant Arrested and Released Now Charged with Brutal Crimes Including
Multiple Rapes, Kidnapping and Grand Theft

(Washington, D.C.) — Following recent news reports of an illegal immiprant who was repeatedly
detained and released from cusiody and then going on to commit horrific erimes, U.S. Representative
Ginny Brown-Waite (F1.-05) today called [or a [ull federal investigation of the Ilillsborough County
Sheriff's {1eparur1u11 as well as a complete review of the interactions berween area law enforcement and
Immigrations and Customs Enforccment (ICE). Rep. Brown-Waite’s demand for a tederal investigation
will fucus on the interactions {or lack thercol) between Hillshorough County law enlorcement and ICE
surrounding Lhe arrcsts and releases of alleged serial rapist and illegal immigrant Rigoberto Moron
Martinez, as well as his accomplices Jose Walle and Vicenle Reyes-Carbajal,

“What is il poing to take for America lo wake up and realize that illegal immigrants who comumil crimes
should not be back on our streets, but should be senl back Lo their home countries?” questioned Rep.
Rrown-Waite. “In this case the lives of several Florida woman have been permanently scarred by these
brutal rapes: events that could have been avoided if Hillshorough County had [bllowed the law, reporfed
this illegal immigrant to federal authorities, and held him lor trial and deportation. Itis clear lo me that
we need a federal investigalion ol the cvents surrounding the arrest :hld release of this man, and if
warranied, new leadership at the illsborough County Sheriff’s office.”
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A member of the Homeland Sceurity Committee in Congress, Rep. Brown-Waite has worked with her
local sheriffs to see that they have the resources and training needed Lu identify potential illegal
immigrants during the course of the dulies. She has also worked to ensure thul each county law
enforcement unit has the tools required to work directly with ICE to process illegal immigrants for
federal processing and deportation. In a survey of all eight county Shenff Departments completed
catlicr this year, Rep. Brown-Wailc was told by seven of her eighl county Sherilfs that therr resources
were sullicicnt and that they were aclively working with ICE. Citrus County Sheri(l'Jelf Dawsey was
the only Sherill wha [ailed to respond to the Congresswoman’s questions.

“Having sat through hearing aller hearing in Committee. I knew that local law enforcement needed help
to sel up propor communication channels with federal immigration authorities,” continued Rep. Brown-
Waite. “That is why I asked each of my Sheriffs specilic questions, questions that were designed Lo
ensure they had the tools necessary to keep events like this one [rom happening. Thave been told by
seven ol my eight counties thal they have solid procedures and lines of communications m place to deal
wilh procussing potential eriminal illegal immigrants. | hope that Citrus County has sunilar procedures
and policies in place us the other seven counties, bul without a response from Sheriff Dawsey, al this
point 1 just don’t know if they do or not.

“Tnfortunately [or the lives of the women raped by this illegal immigrant ringleader and his two
accomplices, it appears thal somc arca law enforcement officials may not have the proper training and
tools (o work with ICE and federal authoritics. Hopefully a federal investigation will identify the areas
where [Tillsborough County, St. Petersburg and ICE dropped the ball with identifyimg and deporting this
man, and we can all work logether to find ways to ensure thal il won’t happen again.”

Tn her leller Lo the county sheriff departments, Rep. Brown-Waite asked the following questions:

1} Do officers ask if the suspect is here legally?

7) Do ollicers ask all suspects sboul citizenship/mmigration statlus even il a suspect speaks English
{to avoid “racial-proliling™)?

3)  Can officers use the suspuet’s tnability to speak English as grounds to look into immigration
stalus?

4y Do officers ask for proof of legal stalus?

5)  Ifpolice determing the suspect is here illegally, what actions do they take?

6) Do police ever check Lo see i a suspected illegal immigrant is registered 1o vote? (Registering Lo
vote and indicating legal status while an illegal alien is grounds for deportation.)

7) Do police notily ICE of an arrest when suspect adnuts hefshe is here illegally?

§) Do vou know if your county jail notifies ICE of illegal immigrants heing housed there?

9} IMnumbers 7) or 8) are true, has ICE been diligent in following up on information?

10y Does ICE visil jails regularly to check on immigration status? If 50, how ellective are these
visits?

Rep. Brown- Waile is available for comment loday 11 you would like to speak 1o her about her call for an
investigation.
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