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HOW THE POLL WAS CONDUCTEDPRIVATE 

This poll was conducted by Mason-Dixon Polling & Research, Inc. of Washington, D.C. from September 20 through September 22, 2010. A total of 625 registered voters were interviewed statewide by telephone.  All stated they were likely to vote in the November general election.

Those interviewed were selected by the random variation of the last four digits of telephone numbers.  A cross-section of exchanges was utilized and quotas were assigned to reflect voter turn-out by county.

The margin for error, according to standards customarily used by statisticians, is no more than ±4 percentage points.  This means that there is a 95 percent probability that the "true" figure would fall within that range if all voters were surveyed.  The margin for error is higher for any subgroup, such as a gender or party grouping.
ANALYSIS

By: J. Bradford Coker, Managing Director


Mason-Dixon Polling & Research, Inc.


Subscribers may quote freely from this analysis.


Please attribute all quotes to Mr. Coker and Mason-Dixon.


Mr. Coker is available to answer questions at (904) 261-2444.

SINK LEADS SCOTT IN GOVERNOR’S RACE

Democrat Alex Sink is running ahead of Republican Rick Scott in the Florida gubernatorial race.  Statewide, Sink is supported by 47% of likely voters, while 40% back Scott, two other candidates each get 1% of the vote and 11% remain undecided. 
GOVERNOR VOTE               SINK
    SCOTT   OTHER    UND
May 2010                     38%     36%     N/A     26%
August 2010                  40%     24%     17%     19%
September 2010               47%     40%      2%     11%
Sink’s current lead is built upon her advantage in traditionally Democratic Southeast Florida (56%-31%) as well as her strong showing in Tampa Bay (51%-37%) -- the state’s key swing region and also Sink’s home base.  Her 44%-41% margin in Central Florida is within the margin for error, but shows she is at least competitive in a region which typically leans Republican.

Scott has his best showing in North Florida (52%-37%) and in his home area of Southwest Florida (47%-40%). However, Scott’s margin in Southwest Florida is not as large as it usually is for most GOP candidates.

One reason for Scott’s position is that he is only supported by 75% of Republican voters, which is below average for successful GOP candidates in statewide elections.  In the last two governor’s races, Charlie Crist (2006) and Jeb Bush (2002) both pulled at least 85% of the Republican vote.  
On the other hand, Sink is getting 81% of the Democratic vote – higher than both what Jim Davis received in 2006 (71%) and her husband Bill McBride pulled in 2002 (74%).  Most significant is that she has a 44%-37% lead among independent voters, which have gone Republican in the last three gubernatorial races.
Not surprisingly there is a gender gap, but Sink’s margin among women (23-points) is far stronger than Scott’s among men (10-points).  Sink also is getting 85% of the African-American vote, compared to a measly 1% for Scott.  Scott only holds a 46%-37% lead among Hispanic voters – which is normally larger because of the heavily Republican Cuban element. His margin among white voters is a mere 46%-42%.
In what is likely to be a very strong year for Republican candidates throughout the country, why is Scott struggling in a GOP-leaning state like Florida?  The clear answer is he is hampered by a very high negative rating that is the result of his brutal primary race.  Statewide, Scott has only 30% favorable name recognition compared to 47% unfavorable.
SCOTT NAME REC


FAV    UNFAV    NEUT    DR
May 2010                 19%      8%      32%    41%

August 2010              18%     42%      31%     9%

September 2010           30%     47%      18%     5%

Sink enjoys a 44% favorable rating and only a 23% negative rating.

SINK NAME REC


FAV    UNFAV    NEUT    DR
July 2006                 7%      4%      15%    74%

September 2006           10%      3%      18%    69%

October 2006             17%      8%      18%    57%

November 2006            32%     10%      25%    33%

May 2009                 24%      3%      28%    45%

June 2009                24%      9%      28%    39%

March 2010               24%     15%      29%    32%

May 2010                 26%     18%      29%    27%

August 2010              36%     19%      29%    16%

September 2010           44%     23%      21%    12%

Enough Republican voters were forgiving or unconcerned about Scott’s background to give him a plurality win in the primary.  However, Democrats and independents also observed coverage of the race and saw the ads that raised concerns about Scott’s business practices.  His over-the-top campaign spending may also have raised the eyebrows of the larger pool Florida’s general election voters.
Scott is now in a position where he will probably have to open his wallet again and go negative against Sink. Attacking a woman could be risky, particularly if he is seen as throwing the first punch.  Florida voters were very put off by the highly negative GOP primary.  The larger and more diverse November electorate may have a lower tolerance for similar tactics from Scott in the general election.  

Due to the current economy, Republicans generally have the advantage this year on issues and message.  In Florida, that is currently being overshadowed by questions about the level of Scott’s alleged involvement in Medicare fraud at Columbia/HCA, the rather large golden parachute he received when he was terminated and his fast rise from relative obscurity.
In the end, the race will largely boil down to whether voters cast their ballots on issues or if they vote based on personal character.  Due to the frustration and anger at President Obama and the Democrats in Congress, Scott will benefit if the race becomes about sending a message to the political establishment.  
If questions about character and integrity are major factors, the advantage will stay with Sink.  Women are generally seen as more honest and trustworthy than men in the current political environment.  If more voters are concerned by Scott’s ethical questions and sketchy background than the state of affairs in Washington, the race will become Florida-centric. 
That helps Sink to the extent that she has a longer business background in the state than Scott, coupled with a degree of state government experience that he lacks. She can also carve out a “change” message based on the fact that Republicans have controlled the governorship and state legislature for the past 12 years.
STATEWIDE NAME RECOGNITION

QUESTION: I am going to read a list of names.

Do you recognize the name ________?

(IF YES) Do you have a favorable, unfavorable or neutral opinion of ________?





RECOGNIZE   RECOGNIZE   RECOGNIZE    DON'T





FAVORABLE  UNFAVORABLE   NEUTRAL   RECOGNIZE



Alex Sink


44%
  
  23%   

21%
  
12%


Rick Scott

     30%
  
  47%
  
18%
  
 5%


QUESTION: If the 2010 election for Governor were held today, would you vote for: 


Alex Sink – Democrat




47%


Rick Scott – Republican




40%


Peter Allen – Independence Party


 1%


Michael Arth – No Party Affiliation

 1%


Daniel Imperato – No Party Affiliation

 -

Farid Khavari – No Party Affiliation

 -

C.C. Reed – No Party Affiliation


 -

Undecided (NOT READ)




11%




      SINK     SCOTT    OTHERS     UNDECIDED
STATE                 47%      40%       2%          11%

REGION

      SINK     SCOTT    OTHERS     UNDECIDED
North Florida         37%      52%       2%           9%

Central Florida       44%      40%       1%          15%

Tampa Bay             51%      37%       1%          11%

Southwest Florida     40%      47%       2%          11%

Southeast Florida     56%      31%       3%          10%

SEX 


      SINK     SCOTT    OTHERS     UNDECIDED
Men                   41%      51%       2%           6%

Women                 53%      30%       2%          15%

RACE


      SINK     SCOTT    OTHERS     UNDECIDED
White                 42%      46%       3%           9%

Black                 85%       1%       -           14%

Hispanic              37%      46%       1%          16%

PARTY

      SINK     SCOTT    OTHERS     UNDECIDED
Democrat              81%      11%       1%           7%

Republican            11%      75%       2%          12%

Independent           44%      37%       3%          16%

DEMOGRAPHICS:

PARTY REGISTRATION:



Democrat    


275 (44%)



Republican   


249 (40%) 



Independent or Other 
101 (16%) 

AGE:
       
18-34        


 74 (12%)
              
35-49        


167 (27%)
               50-64        


179 (29%)
               65+          


202 (32%)
               Refused          

  3   -
RACE/ETHNICITY:




White/Caucasian

459 (73%)



Black/African American
 77 (12%)



Hispanic or Cuban

 77 (12%)



Other/Refused


 12  (2%)

SEX:          
Male  



301 (48%)             



Female  



324 (52%)
REGION:

North Florida


120 (19%)



Central Florida

130 (21%)



Tampa Bay 


115 (18%)




Southwest Florida

 70 (11%)






Southeast Florida

190 (30%)
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