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HOW THE POLL WAS CONDUCTEDPRIVATE 

This poll was conducted by Mason-Dixon Polling & Research, Inc. of Washington, D.C. from October 25 through October 27, 2010. A total of 625 registered voters were interviewed statewide by telephone.  All stated they were likely to vote in the November general election.

Those interviewed were selected by the random variation of the last four digits of telephone numbers.  A cross-section of exchanges was utilized and quotas were assigned to reflect voter turn-out by county.

The margin for error, according to standards customarily used by statisticians, is no more than ±4 percentage points.  This means that there is a 95 percent probability that the "true" figure would fall within that range if all voters were surveyed.  The margin for error is higher for any subgroup, such as a gender or party grouping.
ANALYSIS

By: J. Bradford Coker, Managing Director


Mason-Dixon Polling & Research, Inc.


Subscribers may quote freely from this analysis.


Please attribute all quotes to Mr. Coker and Mason-Dixon.


Mr. Coker is available to answer questions at (904) 261-2444.

MAJORITY OF VOTERS DISLIKE SCOTT, 
BUT SINK ONLY HOLDS NARROW LEAD
In the face of strong Republican winds in Florida, Democrat Alex Sink continues to cling to a slim lead over Republican Rick Scott in the Florida governor’s race.  Statewide, Sink is supported by 46% of likely state voters, while 43% back Scott, 4% are for other candidates and 7% remain undecided. 
GOVERNOR VOTE               SINK
    SCOTT   OTHER    UND
May 2010                     38%     36%     N/A     26%
August 2010                  40%     24%     17%     19%
September 2010               47%     40%      2%     11%
Early October 2010           44%     40%      3%     13%
Late October 2010            46%     43%      4%      7%
Without a doubt, the major reason that Scott is running behind other strong GOP candidates this cycle is that a majority of Florida voters have a negative opinion of him. Statewide, 52% of voters say their view of Scott is unfavorable and only 30% say it is favorable.  That is a 7-point increase in Scott’s negative rating over the last three weeks. 

SCOTT NAME REC


FAV    UNFAV    NEUT    DR
May 2010                 19%      8%      32%    41%

August 2010              18%     42%      31%     9%

September 2010           30%     47%      18%     5%

Early October 2010       24%     45%      27%     4%

Late October 2010        30%     52%      17%     1%

Scott’s attacks on Sink have paid some dividends – increasing her negative rating six-points (from 33% to 29%). But that has been offset by a six-point increase in Sink’s favorable rating (from 38% to 44%).
SINK NAME REC


FAV    UNFAV    NEUT    DR
July 2006                 7%      4%      15%    74%

September 2006           10%      3%      18%    69%

October 2006             17%      8%      18%    57%

November 2006            32%     10%      25%    33%

May 2009                 24%      3%      28%    45%

June 2009                24%      9%      28%    39%

March 2010               24%     15%      29%    32%

May 2010                 26%     18%      29%    27%

August 2010              36%     19%      29%    16%

September 2010           44%     23%      21%    12%

Early October 2010       38%     33%      22%     9%

Late October 2010        44%     39%      15%     2%

Sink holds an 81%-12% lead over Scott among Democrats, while Scott is ahead by 75%-11% with Republicans. Independent voters are presently tilting the race for Sink, where she has a 51%-37% advantage.  

A very large Republican turn-out margin seems to be the only shot Scott has to win this race.  He continues to under-perform the GOP’s last two successful Republican gubernatorial candidates – Jeb Bush & Charlie Crist – in every party group.  Bush and Crist easily carried more than 80-85% of the GOP vote, while Scott is now at only 75%.  The two also were able to generate a Democratic cross-over vote of about 20% -- Scott is getting only half of that.  Finally, successful Republican candidates need to carry unaffiliated voters, however, Scott trails by 14 percentage points.
Scott’s high negatives and inability to hit any of the traditional party support levels that have produced statewide Republican wins should make this race a walkover for Sink.  However, Scott continues to hang around, and is relying heavily on GOP voter anger at Democrats in Washington to produce an unprecedented Republican turnout.
A look at the Florida regional map paints the picture of how the race is shaping up and where to look on Election night for key numbers.  Scott is clearly winning the Republican areas of North Florida and Southwest Florida, while Sink is winning big in Southeast Florida.  Tampa Bay, the state’s bellwether region is Sink’s home base and she is maintaining a double-digit lead there.  

Central Florida may hold the key.  Scott leads there by only 46%-44%, below the margin that successful Republicans have generated in recent elections and where Barrack Obama’s 50/50 split helped put Florida in the Democratic column in the 2008 presidential election.
It is difficult to win Florida without carrying Tampa Bay, so any dent in Sink’s support there will be vital.  If he fails to cut Sink’s margin in Tampa Bay it will be crucial that he run up a margin in Central Florida to stay competitive.  The Election night numbers out of the eastern I-4 corridor will speak volumes as to how this race will end.
One reason that Scott has been able to stay close, at least in terms of the point spread, is that only 66% of those supporting him actually like him.  About one in ten of Scott’s own voters have an unfavorable view of him – a sign that some will be voting Republican even if they don’t necessarily like the party’s candidate.
SCOTT VOTERS


SINK

SCOTT
FAVORABLE



  5%

 66%

UNFAVORABLE


 74%

 11%

NEUTRAL



 19%

 23%

DON’T RECOGNIZE

  2%

  -
Sink voters are far more committed in their views of the race – 85% have a favorable opinion of their candidate and 88% have an unfavorable opinion of her opponent.  There appears to be little chance of a meltdown among Sink’s core of voters.
SINK VOTERS


SINK

SCOTT
FAVORABLE



 85%

  2%

UNFAVORABLE


  4%

 88%

NEUTRAL



 11%

  8%

DON’T RECOGNIZE

  -

  2%

Additionally, undecided voters seem to like Sink a lot more than they like Scott.  Sink’s favorable/unfavorable ratio with undecided voters is 48%/29%, while Scott’s is a dismal 9%/41%.

UNDECIDED VOTERS

SINK

SCOTT
FAVORABLE



 48%

  9%

UNFAVORABLE


 29%

 41%

NEUTRAL



 18%

 49%

DON’T RECOGNIZE

  5%

  1%

While about half of the undecided voters are Republicans, that shrinking number of the voter pool doesn’t hold huge implications.  Of the 7% who remain undecided – 3% are GOP, 2% are Democrats and 2% are independents.  The party gap amongst those still on the fence is statistically insignificant.
UNDECIDED VOTERS BY PARTY
DEMOCRATS


25%
(2% of state vote)

REPUBLICANS

48%
(3% of state vote)
INDEPENDENTS

27%
(2% of state vote)
Scott’s biggest challenge will be to get more Floridians to cast their ballots primarily on issues, as polls show voters in the state oppose the major Democratic initiatives that have come out of Washington – the economic stimulus plan, healthcare reform, bailouts and the overall amount of new federal deficit spending. Voters also do not seem to be placing blame for the poor state economy on the GOP that has controlled Tallahassee the last 12 years.
Currently, a majority say that integrity is at least part of their voting decision in the gubernatorial race. Statewide, 35% say it definitely outweighs issues and 20% say it is at least an equal factor.  Among those saying integrity is more important to them than issues, 69% are voting for Sink. Those that say issues and integrity are of equal importance back Sink over Scott 55%-34%.  Scott leads 62%-27% among voters who say issues are more important to them than integrity.

The major factors about how this race turns-out continue to be the size of any Republican turnout advantage and whether or not, in the end, voters decide if issue positions or personal character are more important to them.  Depending upon how these variables break, the potential outcome ranges from a narrow Scott win to a blow-out victory for Sink.  

If Scott wins, it will be one of the very, very rare instances where a candidate with a negative rating above 50% was able to prevail.  The only recent case where that happened was the 1991 gubernatorial race in Louisiana where the corruption clouded former-governor Edwin Edwards scored an impressive win over former KKK leader David Duke.  The campaign slogan that carried Edwards to victory was “Elect the Crook, Its Important”.
STATEWIDE NAME RECOGNITION

QUESTION: I am going to read a list of names.

Do you recognize the name ________?

(IF YES) Do you have a favorable, unfavorable or neutral opinion of ________?





RECOGNIZE   RECOGNIZE   RECOGNIZE    DON'T





FAVORABLE  UNFAVORABLE   NEUTRAL   RECOGNIZE



Alex Sink


44%
  
  39%   

15%
  
 2%


Rick Scott

     30%
  
  52%
  
17%
  
 1%


QUESTION: If the 2010 election for Governor were held today, would you vote for: 


Alex Sink – Democrat







Rick Scott – Republican







One of the other candidates on the ballot





      SINK     SCOTT    OTHERS     UNDECIDED
STATE                 46%      43%       4%           7%

REGION

      SINK     SCOTT    OTHERS     UNDECIDED
North Florida         33%      53%       5%           9%

Central Florida       44%      46%       4%           6%

Tampa Bay             51%      40%       5%           4%

Southwest Florida     38%      51%       3%           8%

Southeast Florida     56%      33%       3%           8%

SEX 


      SINK     SCOTT    OTHERS     UNDECIDED
Men                   42%      46%       3%           9%

Women                 50%      41%       4%           5%

RACE


      SINK     SCOTT    OTHERS     UNDECIDED
White                 40%      48%       5%           7%

Black                 85%       8%       2%           5%

Hispanic              46%      47%       1%           7%

PARTY

      SINK     SCOTT    OTHERS     UNDECIDED
Democrat              81%      12%       3%           4%

Republican            11%      75%       6%           8%

Independent           51%      37%       4%           8%

QUESTION: Thinking about the gubernatorial race between Democrat Alex Sink and Republican Rick Scott.  Which one of the following factors is more important to you: (ORDER ROTATED)

 – The candidate’s position on issues such as the economy, taxes and education 

 – The candidate’s personal character and integrity




STATE   MEN   WOMEN   DEM   REP   IND   
ISSUES  
   
 45%    49%    41%    34%   55%   47%    

INTEGRITY

 35%    32%    38%    47%   26%   28%    

BOTH (VOL)*     17%    15%    19%    16%   16%   22%     

NOT SURE  
  3%     4%     2%     3%    3%    3%     

                        SINK     SCOTT    UNDECIDED




STATE   VOTERS    VOTERS    VOTERS      
ISSUES  
   
 45%     26%       66%        42%       

INTEGRITY

 35%     53%       17%        31%       

BOTH (VOL)*     17%     20%       14%        20%       

NOT SURE  
  3%      1%        3%         7%        

* Both was a volunteered response




SINK

SCOTT
OTHER    UNDECIDED
VOTING ISSUES        27%       62%        3%         8%

VOTING INTEGRITY     69%       21%        4%         6% 

VOTING BOTH          55%       34%        5%         6% 

DEMOGRAPHICS:

PARTY REGISTRATION:



Democrat    


265 (42%)



Republican   


267 (43%) 



Independent or Other 
 93 (15%) 

AGE:
       
18-34        


 80 (13%)
              
35-49        


168 (27%)
               50-64        


175 (28%)
               65+          


199 (32%)
               Refused          

  3   -
RACE/ETHNICITY:




White/Caucasian

449 (72%)



Black/African American
 78 (12%)



Hispanic or Cuban

 85 (14%)



Other/Refused


 13  (2%)

SEX:          
Male  



306 (49%)             



Female  



319 (51%)
REGION:

North Florida


125 (20%)



Central Florida

130 (21%)



Tampa Bay 


115 (18%)




Southwest Florida

 70 (11%)






Southeast Florida

185 (30%)
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